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PANEL DISCUSSION

Academic Freedom and

Institutional Autonomy

Link for Webex attendees: bit.ly/MYM2021_Day5

With a strong commitment to diversity, free and creative thinking, an Academic
Institution is expected to educate citizens through creation and dissemination
of knowledge, that would impact society and help achieving a more safe, just
and fair state of our world. Central to this is the Academic Freedom, which is
necessarily supported by Institutional Autonomy, defined by UNESCO as “a
degree of self-governance, necessary for effective decision making by institutes
of higher education regarding their academic work standards, management, and
related activities.” Autonomy is a multi-scale concept, that applies to institutions,
departments, administration, faculty members, staff and students. While greater
autonomy is desirable ideally, its practical implementation needs to maintain an
acceptable level of accountability, within the socio-economic framework available
locally. This panel discussion is expected to touch various aspects of Academic
Freedom and Institutional Autonomy, particularly in the context of universities
and academic institutes in India, and stimulate ideas and development of optimal
methods to achieve greater autonomy and accountability.
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